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75352 Parig 07 SP, France
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WWW.Unesco.org

The Culture Sector

H.E. Mr Abdullah Alneaimi
Ambassador

Permanent Delegate of the United
Arab Emirates to UNESCO
UNESCO House

28 July 2011
CLTMWHC/74/320/11/162

Subject: Inscription of Cultural Sites of Al Ain (Hafit, Hili, Bidaa Bint

Saud and Oases Areas) (C 1343) United Arab Emirates, on the
World Heritage List

Sir,

| have the pleasure to inform you that the World Heritage Committee, at its 35th
session (UNESCO, 19-29 June 2011), examined the nomination of the
Cuitural Sites of Al Ain (Hafit, Hili, Bidaa Bint Saud and Oases Areas) and
decided to inscribe the property on the World Heritage List. The decision of
the Committee concerning the inscription is attached below (Annex ).

I am confident that your government will take the necessary measures for the
proper conservation of this new World Heritage property. The World Heritage
Committee and its Secretariat, the World Heritage Centre, will do everything
possible to collaborate with you in these efforts.

The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage
Convention (paragraph 168), request the Secretariat to send to each State
Party with a newly inscribed property a map of the area(s) inscribed. Please
examine the attached map and inform us of any discrepancies in the
information by 1 December 2011.

The inscription of the property on the World Heritage List is an excellent
opportunity to draw the attention of visitors to, and remind local residents of,
the World Heritage Convention and the Outstanding Universal Value of the
property. To this effect, you may wish to place a plaque displaying the World
Heritage and the UNESCO emblems at the property. You will find suggestions
on this subject in the Operational Guidelines.

In many cases States Parties decide to hold a ceremony to commemorate the
inscription of a property on the World Heritage List. Upon request to the World

Heritage Centre by the State Party, a World Heritage Certificate can be
prepared for such an occasion.

il



| would be grateful if you could provide me with the name, address, telephone
and fax numbers and e-mail address of the person or institution responsible for

the management of the property so that we may send them World Heritage
publications.

Please find attached the brief descriptions of your site, prepared by ICOMOS
and the World Heritage Centre, in both English and French. As these brief
descriptions will be used in later publications, as well as on the World Heritage
website, we would like to have your full concurrence with their wording. Please
examine these descriptions and inform us, by 1 December 2011 at the latest, if
there are changes that should be made. If we do not hear from you by this
date, we will assume that you are in agreement with the text as prepared.

Furthermore, as you may know, the World Heritage Centre maintains a website
at hitp://whc.unesco.org/, where standard information about each property on
the World Heritage List can be found. Since we can only provide a limited
amount of information about each property, we try to link our pages to those
maintained by your World Heritage property or office, so as to provide the
public with the most reliable and up-to-date information. If there is a website for
the newly inscribed property, please send us its web address.

The full list of the Decisions adopted by the World Heritage Committee at its 35th
session is available electronically at http://whc.unesco.ora/en/sessions/35COM.

As you know, according to paragraph 172 of the Operational Guidelines, the
World Heritage Committee invites the States Parties to the Convention to
inform the Committee, through the World Heritage Centre, of their intention to
undertake or to authorize in the area protected under the Convention major

restorations or new constructions which may affect the Outstanding Universal
Value of the property.

May | take this opportunity to thank you for your co-operation and for your
support in the implementation of the World Heritage Convention.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

" i )
e 20, Qao
Kishore Rao o

Director
World Heritage Centre

cc: National Commission of the United Arab Emirates for UNESCO
ICOMOS

UNESCO Office in Doha
Mr Sami EI Masri, Focal Point for the UAE , Abu Dhabi



Annex |

Extract of the Decisions adopted by the 35th session of the World Heritage
Committee (UNESCO, June 2011)

Decision: 35 COM 8B.24

The World Heritage Committee,

4,

Having _examined Documents WHC-11/35.COM/8B and WHC-
11/35.COM/INF.8B1,

Inscribes the Cultural Sites of Al Ain (Hafit, Hili, Bidaa Bint Saud and
Oases Areas), United Arab Emirates, on the World Heritage List on the
basis of criteria (iii), (iv) and (v);

Takes note of the following provisional Statement of Outstanding
Universal Value:

Brief synthesis

Located in the city of Al Ain, on the eastern region of Abu Dhabi Emirate, in
the United Arab Emirates, The Cultural Sites of Al Ain comprise the Hafit
Assemblage; Hili Assemblage; Bidaa Bint Saud site; and the Oases (A! Ain
Oasis, Mutared, Muwaiji, Hili, Jimi and Qattara) spread across the city's
interior. The sites are reminiscent of the cultures of Hili, Hafit (both type-sites)
and Umm an-Nar. They are set together in a landscape characterized by the
oasis, the desert and the mountain, and bear witness to unique cultural
traditions, which developed on the crossroads of ancient routes between what
is nowadays Oman, Saudi Arabia and the coastal settlements of the UAE.
These cultural sites are the remaining representatives of a vanished culture
which developed and manifested its cultural expression via unique and quite
distinctive technological developments such as the ingenious falaj system
and its asscciated falaj management system, through specific architectural
traditions such as the circular fortified settlement at Hili 8 and through the

specific funerary traditions of Hafit and Hili Grand Tomb and Tomb N
architecture, among others.

Criterion (jii): The Cultural Sites of Al Ain trace the evolution of society in
that part of the world from mobile hunter-gatherer groups of the Neolithic
period (6th millennium to 4th millennium BC in Al Ain) with remains
discovered alongside the eastern ridge of Jebel Hafit, to small- scale farming
communities (3rd millennium BC Bronze Age communities) which practiced
limited well-irrigation farming and lived in fortified circular settlements (Hili 1, 8
and 10), to larger oasis- agriculture communities (late second to first
millennium BC sites at Hili 2, 14 and 17) with expanded farm-land that
evolved following the successful invention of the falaj system and its complex
management structure. The lron Age settlement at Hili Archaeological Park,
with its distinctive fortified architecture and circular tombs, includes one of the
most ancient extant falaj irrigation systems in the world. The so-called Beit al
Falaj public building provides insights into this complex culture, which
challenged the environment, developed a distinctive repertoire of defensive



settlement architecture and produced an enigmatic funerary tradition
representative of highly sophisticated communal burial traditions and rituals.
The Grand Tomb at Hili, the largest and most well-known from the Umm an-
Nar period tombs in the UAE and Oman (2500 — 2000 BC) is just one
example of this unique and indigenous repertoire of funerary architecture.
Circular caims characteristic of the Hafit archaeological horizon are built
tombs where long distance trade between ancient civilizations is evidenced
by imported objects from Mesopotamia. Ubaid/Jemdet Nasr period painted
pottery and beads were among the items imported. Textual evidence from
Mesopotamia as well as copper objects discovered in some of these graves
indicate that ancient Magan (the UAE and Oman) was the source of much
Mesopotamian copper.

Criterion (iv): Each of the Cultural Sites of Al Ain yielded an outstanding
example of a type of building, an architectural or technological ensemble or a
landscape: Hili represents the invention of the falaj system during the Iron
Age period, signaled a significant leap from the Bronze Age small-scale
agriculture based on irrigation from underground wells, to the Iron Age large
scale irrigation system via water brought through channels from a distant
aquifer. This leap brought a transition from the self-contained small-scale
Bronze Age circular tower settlements with a central water well (Hili 1, 8, 10)
to larger scale spread-out settlements protected with thick walls and towers at
the comers of defensive walls (Hili 14). Villages as well, started to emerge in
and around oases such as at Hili 2. The dead were housed in circular muitiple
burial tombs of different sizes and typologies; but the most spectacular
example is the Bronze age Grand Tomb at Hili. The Hafit Assemblage
presents a unique set of features, including prehistoric desert encampments,
late 4th millennium and 3rd millennium cairns, an Islamic period falaj system,
and associated fort and oasis. These features all attest to a cultural model
that survived several millennia with much success and relevance to the
attributes of the natural environment. The Bidaa Bint Saud Site, with its
Bronze Age Hafit-type graves, its Iron Age falaj systems and its Iron Age
water management administrative building, all set at the crossroads of
ancient trade routes, testify to the major leap in culture and human
development made possible by the invention of the falaj system. The Oases
present continuously settled agricultural areas with tightly knit farmlands
imigated by a complex network of falaj systems with an embedded
architectural ensemble of historic buildings where people lived, collected
produces, stacked their surpluses, traded and defended their water and food
resources against attackers.

Criterion (v): The oases of Al Ain, with roots in the Bronze and Iron Age
cultures of the place, represent this outstanding traditional and continuous
human interaction with the arid desert environment, gathering the resources
of the land to enable growth and development of a distinctive oasis culture
with unique agricultural, architectural and technological achievements and a
socio-administrative organization reflective of tribal structures which revoive
around the unit and the whole, bound by one destiny, sharing resources,
security and identity, both in life and death. It is exactly this settlement
pattern, land use, human interaction with the environment and belief in the

collective fate in the afteriife, which are reminiscent of millennia of continuous
evolution.

Integrity

The Cultural Sites of Al Ain: Hafit, Hili, Bidaa Bint Saud and Oases Areas
cover an area that is of sufficient size and inclusive of elements and attributes
expressive of the site’s Outstanding Universal Value. The sites form a



comprehensive representation of the unique culture of southeast Arabia,
encompassing the necropolis graveyards of the Bronze and Iron Age (Hafit
Assemblage, Hili Assemblage and Bidaa Bint Saud), settlements associated
with these graveyards (Hili Assemblage), an evolving agricultural tradition
based on the invention of the falaj system and its complex administrative
management system (the aflaj found in Hili Archaeological Park, Bidaa Bint
Saud and at the Oases Areas), and evidence of international trade depicted
in the items of import from and evidence of export to the main cultures of the
Ancient World in that region. The boundaries of the property have been
defined in a manner that captures the core physical areas reflecting the site
values, in compact and contiguous form; this forms a set of sites connected
by their associated attributes and by their proximity within the landscape of Al
Ain, but which are enveloped by the modern fabric of the living, contemporary
city of Al Ain. The intact archeological sites and oases endure in the urban
terrain as a symbol of life in the past and the capacity of man to settle and
adapt to the harsh desert environment, and could be subject to threats of

encroaching urban development unless provisions for their protection are
provided.

Authenticity

In spite of the fast pace of development in the UAE, the Cultural Sites of Al
Ain managed to retain a high level of authenticity. From a broad perspective,
the city of Al Ain maintains its unique environmental setting consisting of a
lush canopy of palm trees and other native desert trees, desert dunes and
mountainous ridges, which form the natural setting of the property. The fact
that Al Ain maintains strict regulations over building heights in the city
preserves views across from and to the components of the serial nomination.
The Cultural Sites of Al Ain rate highly for form and design, use and function,
traditions and techniques, location and setting, and spirit and feeling, as
criteria expressed in the Nara Document on Authenticity. The authenticity of
materials and substance is high in terms of material type, but original building
materials (earthen masonry, earthen finishes, and palm logs and fronds) are
fragile, requiring continuous maintenance and repair. Some restorations have
been carried out at a portion of Al Ain Oases historic buildings by the former
Department of Antiquities in the 1980's and 90’s, which have helped to
preserve the form of the structures, but led to the loss of authentic fabric and
architectural elements. These restorations are now being readdressed to
correct errors in repair, while the buildings not previously restored are being
conserved with meticulous methodologies ensuring proper documentation
and minimal intervention to the authentic fabric.

Protection and Management requirements

The property’s protection is provided by numerous sectorial arrangements
reflecting the complexity of the property’s definition. The Abu Dhabi Cultural
Heritage Management Strategy, developed in 2005 by experts from
UNESCO, provides the overarching management framework for the Cultural
Sites of Al Ain. It has an implementation plan consisting of 19 action plans,
some of which have been completed already, and which inform the Entity
Strategic Plan of the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH).
The ADACH Entity Strategic Plan is a live document reissued on a rolling
basis, and its 2010-14 cycle is completed. The UNESCO Strategy is currently
being reviewed and updated, to incorporate specific management plans and
other projects for specific sites. The various property components fall under
two types of ownership: ownership by the government of the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi for the museums and forts, private ownership for the most part of the
oases and other buildings. For the Emirate-owned components, ownership is

exercised by ADACH. The property is protected legally by the ADACH



Establishment Law of 2005 and the Oasis protection laws of 2004 and 2005,
as well as the Law of Archaeology and Excavations of 1970. Building
regulations of Al Ain Municipality’s Town Planning Department forbids the
construction of new buildings of more than four storeys and a maximum
height of 20 metres. The sites within the property and its buffer zones are
registered on the inventory managed by ADACH, which also administers the
Preliminary Cultural Review, the cultural heritage component of the emirate’s
Environmental Impact Assessment process. Two draft laws, the emirate-level
Law for the Protection, Conservation and Management of Cultural Properties,
and the Federal Archaeological Resources Protection Act, are both in the
final stage of review by government agencies. These laws will improve the
existing protective framework for the sites.

Recommends that the State Party give consideration to the following:

a) Clarify the situation regarding public ownership within the property, for the
parks and the tombs outside the parks in particular, as well as for the
private ownership of buildings and land within the property,

b) Pass the new law for the protection, conservation, management and
promotion of cultural heritage and confirm the drafting of a law on the
protection of water resources for the traditional aflaj system,

¢) Pursue research to clarify the issues of authenticity and integrity of the
restorations of the protohistoric tombs and mud brick constructions
performed prior to the 2000s,

d) Extend the systematic monitoring to include tourism,

e) Improve the distinction between the archaeological spaces and leisure
spaces in the Hili Archaeological Park,

f) Mark out the boundaries of the property sites and buffer zones in open
areas.
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INTRODUCTION

World Heritage Site status and Outstanding Universal Value

The Cultural Sites of Al Ain (Hafit, Hili, Bidaa Bint Saud and Oases Areas) have been inscribed by UNESCO
on the World Heritage List, as per the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage, on June 27, 2011.

Inscription on this List confirms the Qutstanding Universal Value (OUV) of a cultural or natural site which
deserves protection for the benefit of all humanity. A summary of the OUV of the site can be made as
follows:

“The Cultural Sites of Al Ain constitute a serial property that testifies to sedentary human occupation of
a desert region since the Neolithic period. The sites are reminiscent of the Bronze and Iron Age cultures
of Hili, Hafit and Umm an-Nar, and bear witness to unique cultural traditions that developed on the
crossroads of ancient trade routes of the Arabian Peninsula. They are the remaining representatives of a
culture which manifested itself through technological developments such as the ingenious falaj
irrigation system, through architectural traditions such as the circular fortified settlement at Hili 8 and
through funerary traditions such as Hafit tombs and Hili Grand Tomb.”

As a serial property, ‘The Cultural Sites of Al Ain’ consists of 17 site components grouped under four
assemblages. One of these assemblages encompasses the six historic oases of Al Ain: Al Ain, Hili, Jimi,
Qattara, Mutaredh and Muwaiji Oases. The oases are an important component of the cultural landscape
of Al Ain, and present still-functioning, living examples of the falaj system. (For a more detailed account
of the significance, please see Appendix 1: Significance of the falaj System.)

Each of the 17 sites {and the six oases) is surrounded by a buffer zone, to protect the setting of the site
and provide an appropriate transition between the site and its urban surroundings. The boundaries of
the sites and their buffer zones can be seen in the maps provided by ADACH to the Al Ain Municipality
Spatial Data and Building Permits sections.
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Responsibilities for Protection

Commitments to UNESCO: Following inscription of Al Ain on UNESCO's list, the World Heritage Center
will now exercise close scrutiny, and will expect regular reporting from the UAE on the State of
Conservation of the property, in accordance with World Heritage Convention, its Operational Guidelines
and other international professional standards such as the Venice Charter and the Burra Charter.
Therefore, safeguarding the State of Conservation and the Outstanding Universal Value of the property
are important responsibilities for ADACH and AAM. Failing to deliver on these commitments brings the
risk of being placed on the List of World Heritage Sites in Danger, and even possible removal from the
List altogether, which would have a highly negative impact on the UAE’s image within the international
community.

In its decision of inscription, no. 35-COM-8B.24, The World Heritage Center has listed several additional
requirements to be fulfilled. Among these are legal measures for the protection of water resources for
the aflaj system. (Please see Appendix 2: Decision no. 35-COM-8B.24 of The World Heritage Center.)

Oases Law of 2004 and Oases Resolution of 2005: The Oases Law of 2004 and the supporting Executive
Council Resolution No. (38) of 2005 on Preservation of Palm Oases, stipulate in their Articles 1, 2 and 3
that the oases and their approaches are considered as the preserved area of the date palm fields; that
development and change of use are prohibited within the boundaries of the Oases; and that Al Ain
Municipality shall facilitate the procedures that ensure the preservation and protection of the Oases
from depreciation and city expansion, highlight their landmarks and project the image of Al Ain as a city
of Oases, and preserve its special heritage status.

ADACH Law: The Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH) was created, as per
Establishment Law 28 of 2005, as the official government agency responsible for the protection and
promotion of the emirate’s cultural heritage. In this role, ADACH is authorized to safeguard the historic
sites of Al Ain and ensure the above articles of the Oases Law and Resolution are implemented, in
cooperation with Al Ain Municipality and other stakeholders.

Al Ain Oasis Cultural Quarter Master Plan: ADACH has focused its oasis master planning efforts on Al
Ain Oasis as a pilot case, and prepared the Al Ain Oasis Cultural Quarter Master Plan in 2010. This
master plan includes recommendations for rehabilitating the oasis and revitalizing its role within Al Ain,
with detailed landscaping, lighting and urban design proposals, as well as public realm guidelines for the
oasis buffer zone. For any questions regarding physical interventions in the oases, which are not
covered by the guidelines in this document, please refer to the Al Ain Oasis Cultural Quarter Master
Plan. Copies of the plan have been provided by ADACH to Al Ain Municipality and further copies can be
provided upon request.

Additional Works: In addition to the above regulatory documents, ADACH has also carried out, since
2007, master planning and strategic studies for the Qattara and Jimi Oases, as well as extensive
archaeological and conservation work in all the oases of Al Ain, which has provided a great deal of new
data to inform future planning, and is furthermore developing new guidelines for the buffer zones of all
of Al Ain’s oases as per the inscription on the World Heritage List.
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INTERVENTION GUIDELINES

Because of the high significance and sensitivity of these areas, they warrant special conditions of use
and intervention to preserve their significance for future generations. Below are listed principles of
intervention for various elements of the aflaj system. The Guidelines encompass two types of
conditions: 1) Mandatory conditions required by ADACH, expressed by ‘must’; 2) Optional conditions
preferred and encouraged by ADACH, expressed by ‘should’.

1. Llayout and Alignments:

The alignments of the falaj network, including the main aflaj bringing water to the oases and the
subsidiary channels within the oases, are part of the historic significance of the falaj system. However,
some of the falaj channel alignments are known to have been altered during works undertaken in the
2000s. The current alignments must be preserved as they are, unless it can be demonstrated that a
channel alignment has already been altered and that there is a major necessity for realignment.
Realignments must be done with ADACH consultation and approval.

2. Material of Falaj Walls:
The physical fabric and material constituting the falaj channels may be renewed or replaced, but this

must be done with materials that are compatible and visually harmonious with the historic oasis setting.
Any major changes beyond regular maintenance must be done with ADACH consultation and approval.

3. Covering of Falaj Channels:

Archeologically speaking, the falaj surface channels located within the farms were believed to have been
uncovered originally. At the present, some farms have partially covered channels, especially at sections
to transport water to the next farm, and/or at entering another farm. Their open state is part of the
visual character of the oasis landscape and therefore, they should not be covered.

4, Water Supply:
The supply of water to irrigate the palm plantations is an essential part of the significance and survival of

the falaj system. The historic supply of water from underground aquifers storing water run-off from the
mountains, has been modified over time, with the addition of hand-dug and later automatically drilled
wells, and most recently by the introduction of desalinated water. Due to the fact that the provision of
water takes precedence over the particular means of its provision, and due to the evolving nature of
water supply technologies which are part of the continuity of the living oasis landscape, it is essential to
provide water to the oasis aflaj through whatever traditional or modern methods are available for water
provision in the city of Al Ain. The Al Ain Distribution Company (AADC) should assist Al Ain Municipality
in this regard by supplying the necessary quantities of water, to ensure the continued cultivation of
palms and other crops in the oases, and the continued use of the aflaj as the primary source of water for
the farm plots.

5. Mechanism Regulating Water Flow:

The traditional mechanism that regulates water flow in the falaj channels, consisting of removable
blocks, is an essential part of the significance and proper functioning of the falaj system. This mechanism
must be preserved. Wherever possible, any modern materials used to block the flow of water, such as
cement blocks, should be replaced by more traditional elements, such as stone.
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6. Cultivated Plants:

The historic agricultural character of the oases is essentially based on the cultivation of the palm tree.
There have also been other plants cultivated historically in addition to the palm, at lower levels and on
ground level. The cultivation of palm trees must be maintained in the oases, and other plants that have
historically and indigenously been grown should be studied and re-introduced in the farms to co-exist
with the palms, in consultation with experts.

7. Subterranean Archaeology and Excavations:

It is likely that subterranean archaeological remains are located in or around the oases in Al Ain;
therefore any interventions beneath ground level in the oases must be mindful of possible
archaeological findings. Any archaeological artifacts and remains found must be reported and submitted
to the ADACH Al Ain office for registration. ADACH must be informed prior to any excavations in the
oases or their buffer zones beyond the routine agricultural and irrigation works,

8. Open Spaces and Public Realm:

The oases should be connected to their urban surrounding, by increasing their visibility and presence
within the cityscape through the appropriate use of open spaces, landscaping and public circulation
spaces. The oasis farms, the entry points of aflaj into the oasis, and the historic buildings around the
oases should be visually and physically accessible from the surrounding open spaces and streets. The
aflaj within the oases should be visible from within the oasis paths and farms. This is important for their
full appreciation by visitors and users.

9. Farm Fences and Walls:

Walls and fences around farm plots must not obstruct views into the plots. Existing mudbrick walls must
be preserved, and repaired under the supervision of ADACH. Any new walls must be designed and
implemented in consultation with ADACH to ensure that their design is compatible and harmonious with
the historic setting of the oases.

10. Lighting, Signage and Shading:

Qutdoor lighting should be soft to reduce light pollution, with lower lux levels and warm colors
preferred. Outdoor signage should be designed with consideration for the historic setting, avoiding
decorations that are excessive or direct imitations of historic features. Shading elements should be used
whenever needed to facilitate outdoor uses, but should be designed and placed with consideration for
their impact on the historic setting. ADACH should be consulted at any early stage of planning and
design for these elements.

11. Conservation and Presentation of Subterranean Aflaj Channels:
ADACH supports the works undertaken by Al Ain Municipality to mark the subterranean aflaj channels

bringing water to the oases, which provides them with basic protection against development. This work
should be followed by more detailed measures for the protection and presentation of these channels, to
be carried out with ADACH consultation, to ensure their archaeological and conservation issues are
properly addressed.



APPENDIX 1: SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FALAJ SYSTEM (EXCERPTS FROM THE NOMINATION FILE)

Around 1000 BC, a new technological advancement changed the concept of life and society
in that part of the world with the invention of the ingenuous falaj (plural: aflaj) system. The new
invention challenged the limitations of the scarce desert environment and expanded the potential of
the water resources, allowing an unprecedented expansion to occur on many levels. Being the
precursor of the well-known ganat water system in Iran, the falaj system consisted of an
underground tunnel, which brought water by force of gravity across long distances from the source
of an aquifer (situated at the foot of the mountain) all the way to low-lying oasis agricultural terrain.
Once the water reached the oasis it was distributed in accordance with a complex water allocation
plan to the different owners of arable land. This necessitated a developed administrative system,
which sustained the social system and allowed for the community structure to exist and continue.
The potential of oasis agriculture in allowing for a wider range of vegetation to grow and larger
produce to be collected entailed an expansion in the population. This had a profound effect on the
way of life, subsistence economy, security and the expression of the very same culture through
architecture, religion and art. Moreover, this meant that a new capital could be amassed in order to
influence developments in trade and exchange across the region.

This evolutionary maodel of a modest self-dependent agricultural system based on small-scale
irrigation by water-wells, evolving into a large-scale engineering project which provided running
water in substantial quantities to allow for the significant expansion of agricultural terrain, and its
repercussions on settlement as well as funerary architecture and traditions, is all witnessed through
the archaeological remains of Hili Assemblage.

The Cultural Sites of Al Ain represent vanished culture which contributed to Arabian society
through the invention of the falaj system; making an impact on the emergence of an important trade
post linking Oman'’s interior and the Indian Ocean with the coastal sites of Umm an-Nar,
Mesopotamia and Persia and further beyond. They also represent an evolving agricultural tradition
going from limited well-irrigated farm-land to expanded oasis system based on the invention of the
falaj system and its complex administrative management system, and evidence of international trade
depicted in the items of import from and evidence of export to the main cultures of the Ancient
World in that region. All of these elements are set within a natural landscape of interwoven oases
land, desert dunes and mountainous ridges.

The falaj systems of the Cultural Sites of Al Ain (namely at, Hili Archaeological Park (Site 006),
Bidaa Bint Saud (Site 011) and at the Oases Areas (Sites 012-017)) can be compared to other
irrigation engineering feats like the falaj systems of Oman (World Heritage Site inscribed in 2006) and
the Shushtar Historical Hydraulic System (inscribed in 2009) inscribed as a masterpiece of creative
genius and the ganat systems in Iran. Indeed, the falaj system has been used in North Africa, Spain,
Sicily, Greece, Irag, Afghanistan, and other places in Central Asia. However, the falaj systems of the
Cultural Sites of Al Ain are actually the oldest examples, and their excellent state of preservation
makes them exceptionally valuable archaeologically. The falaj at Hili 15, which is very well preserved
and contemporaneous with the nearby settlement sites, is a sophisticated system dating back to the
Iron Age, making it the earliest known falaj. Other falaj systems in Al Ain (at Bidaa Bint Saud, Wadi al-
Ayay, Jebeeb and Nahil) have also been dated to the Iron Age (some 3,000 years ago), supports the
dating for Hili 15. None of the Iranian ganat systems that were thought to have been at the origin of
the system have such an ancient date; it is therefore now widely accepted that the system originated
in Arabia rather than in Iran (Al Tikriti 2002). Al Ain oasis continues to use this ancient practice as it is
itself still irrigated by two falaj systems. In addition to the system itself, the administrative falaj
management system is evidenced by the two occurrences of the Beit al-Falaj structures, believed to
have been built as administrative buildings where the fair-share distribution of falaj water was
administered. This system continues until today and is currently being maintained and managed by
the Aflaj Directorate at the Al Ain Municipality.



APPENDIX 2: DECISION NO. 35-COM-8B.24 OF THE WORLD HERITAGE CENTER CONFIRMING
INSCRIPTION OF THE CULTURAL SITES OF AL AIN ON THE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE LIST



